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should, through the obstinacy of the enemy, or by any other
means, be unhappily defeated, a true knowledge and under-
standing of the past conduct of the war will be the best
foundation for a more frugal and equal management of it
for the time to come.

" In order to take the more perfect view of what we pro-
posed, and that we might be able to set the whole before
your Majesty in a true light, we have thought it necessary
to go back to the beginning of the war, and beg leave to
observe the motives and reasons, upon which his late
Majesty King William engaged first in it. The treaty of
the Grand Alliance, explains those reasons to be for the sup-
porting the pretensions of his Imperial Majesty, then actually
engaged in a war with the French King, who had usurped
the entire Spanish monarchy for his grandson the Duke of
Anjou; and for the assisting the States General, who, by
the loss of their barrier against France, were then in the
same, or a more dangerous condition, than if they were
actually invaded. As these were the just and necessary
motives for undertaking this war, so the ends proposed to
be obtained by it, were equally wise and honourable; for as
they are set forth in the eighth article of the same treaty,
they appear to have been the procuring an equitable and
reasonable satisfaction to his Imperial Majesty\ and sufficient
securities for the dominions, provinces, navigation, and com-
merce of the King of Great Britain, and the States General,
and the making effectual provision, that the two kingdoms of
France and Spain should never be united under the same
government; and particularly, that the French should never
get into the possession of the Spanish West Indies, or be
permitted to sail thither, upon the account of traffic, under
any pretence whatsoever; and lastly, the securing to the
subjects of the King of Great Britain, and the States General,
all the same privileges, and rights of commerce, throughout
the whole dominions of Spain, as they enjoyed before the
death of Charles the Second King of Spain, by virtue of any
treaty, agreement, or custom, or any other way whatsoever.
For the obtaining these ends, the three confederated powers
engaged to assist one another with their whole force, accord-
ing to such proportions as should be specified in a particular
convention, afterwards to be made for that purpose : we do